William F. "Bill" Cassidy p>William F. “Bill” Cassidy, the longest serving public official in Hopewell Township history and the “Dean of Knowledge” to most Hopewell residents, died Sunday evening, at the Hospice Unit at Bridgeton Health Center, in Bridgeton. He was 94. 

Born in Ocean City, he lived in several places before settling in Hopewell Township, in 1943. He graduated from Bridgeton High School in 1929 and was able to gain admission to Rider College, (now University) at age 16. In 1933, he received a degree in accounting. Mr. Cassidy worked in finance for 10 years, but also worked part-time with his father at the company his father founded and named, the Pretzel Amusement Ride Company, Inc., in Bridgeton. In 1946, he took over the company and ran it as the president until 1980. The company manufactured and installed more than one thousand amusement rides throughout the country and around the world. He also established and owned the Hopewell Pizza Company. 

He was the son of the late Leon and Frances Pryce Cassidy, and the husband of the late Annabel Halter Cassidy, to whom he was married for 57 years at the time of her death in 1992. 

For over 60 years, he was involved in most facets of community life in Hopewell Township. In 1943, he began a long tenure of service when he was named the township¹s civil defense director, during WW II. He had served as the township¹s tax assessor for more than 25 years, and almost 35 years as the registrar of vital statistics, meticulously recording marriage and death records for the township. In addition, Mr. Cassidy spent 37 years as the Hopewell Township zoning officer, and also served on the township planning board. He also was the township health officer, secretary to the Board of Health, a volunteer with the former Mary Elmer Fire Department, and the township constable, at the time when there was a township law enforcement officer. 

One of his proudest accomplishments was being responsible for the naming of most of the streets and roads in Hopewell Township. He also assisted during the creation of the 911 system, in helping to put house numbers on all homes. 

Mr. Cassidy served on the Board of Trustees of the Cumberland County Guidance Center, was a member of Bridgeton Rotary since 1953, serving as club president in 1969. 

He has been honored by Cumberland County, and also Hopewell Township with numerous resolutions and plaques attesting to his dedication as a “public servant.” He was a constant source of history and knowledge of township regulations, and a trusted advisor to many citizens. 

He often spoke of his love for the Boy Scouts of America, where he says he learned the values which carried him throughout his life. He was a member of Troop No.1 BSA. Mr. Cassidy had been a member of the First United Methodist Church, where he taught Sunday school and was a choir member for many years. More recently, he was a member of the First Presbyterian Church and a choir member. 

Mr. Cassidy had many hobbies and interests, such as playing the violin, camping, boating, golfing, hunting, fishing and vacationing with his daughter, in Buxton, N.C. 

His survivors include one daughter, Barbara Ackley and her companion, Robert Davis, of Upper Deerfield Township; one son, Wm. Douglas Cassidy and his wife, Anne, of Millville; five grandchildren, Jeffrey Cassidy, of Hopewell Township, Jonathan Cassidy, of Waterford, N.J., Susan Fischel, of Hanson, Ky., J. Andrew Ackley, of Painter, Va., and Patricia Ackley; of Wildwood, N.J.; and 8 great-grandchildren. He is also survived by one sister, Alice Nardelli, of Bridgeton; and was predeceased by one sister, Irene Horner. 

Relatives and friends are invited to attend Mr. Cassidy¹s funeral service on Wednesday afternoon, April 2, at 4 p.m., at the First Presbyterian Church, West Commerce and Giles streets, Bridgeton. 

Rev. Richard E. Sindall will officiate. 

The burial will follow the church service at Fernwood Memorial Park, in Hopewell Township. 

Friends will be received at the church on Wednesday afternoon from 2:30 until 4 p.m. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions are suggested in Mr. Cassidy¹s memory to South Jersey Healthcare-HospiceCare, P.O. Box 160, Bridgeton, NJ 08302. 

Written condolences and tributes may be sent to the family using the funeral home Web site, freitagfuneralhome.com. 


